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STATE FINANCES — TAX MEASURES 
433. Ms R. SAFFIOTI to the Minister for Finance: 
I refer to the minister’s broken promise in the election campaign to lift the tax burden on Western Australian 
businesses.  
(1) Can the minister confirm that in just five months as Minister for Finance he has introduced tax 

measures to the value of more than $1.3 billion?  
(2) Can he confirm that under his government, the number of businesses paying payroll tax in Western 

Australia has increased by 11 447 to 15 816?  
(3) What impact will these tax increases have on the WA economy?  
Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 
(1)–(3) One of the things we have to do is make tough decisions, and we have.  
Mr B.S. Wyatt: And then get legal advice for it later.  
The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park! I call you to order for the third time.  
Dr M.D. NAHAN: Unlike the member’s mate in Canberra, when we commit to balancing the budget, we do it, 
and that is what we have done. We have committed to a whole raft of quite significant expenditure cuts. No 
doubt over the forthcoming period the member will complain about every one of them. We have also introduced 
some revenue-raising measures, including one to retain duties on non-real assets and to put in place a tax 
package that more efficiently raises revenue. They do not impose additional taxes; they just raise in a more 
efficient way those already out there. I look forward to the member supporting that—she probably will not. We 
have increased land tax by 12.5 per cent across the board. We have increased taxes. I make no bones about that; 
that is what Parliament is about, but I tell members that we will be held responsible for not only delivering a 
whole raft of increases in health, education and building services, but also balancing the books over the four 
years. We will not do what the Labor Party did in Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria—when they faced 
fiscal problems, they just put it on the credit card.  
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